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Store Updates!
When was the last time you shopped at
our store? Over the last two years, we
have implemented BIG changes!

We've given the store a facelift in a few
areas -- new exterior signage, brighter
lighting, and a significant extension to
our Book Nook. 

We have also expanded our mattress
department. We now offer an even
wider assortment of factory-direct
mattresses. No, we do not offer donated
mattresses. These are mattresses we
purchase from the Chicago Mattress
Company and sell for the lowest price
possible. We know the value of a good
night's sleep and every person having
access to their own bed. 

If you or a family member cannot afford
a new bed, you may qualify for a free
mattress. Please call your local helpline.
Helpline numbers can be found at
svdpmarinette.com/helplines.Volunteer!Volunteer!

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marinette, Inc.

PO Box 1111 · Marinette, WI · 54143

svdpmarinette.org

(715) 735-6956

EIN: 39-6226913

Bellin Health Marinette

 

Hoppe Dairy

 

Stephenson National

Bank & Trust

 

Evergreen Tool Co.

 

ChemDesign

 

Winsert

Proudly Partially-funded by...

Our food pantry has served
nearly 200,000 pounds of

food, this year.

We are in need of regular volunteers to
help price, sort and merchandise the

following departments throughout the
year. Even if it is for an hour per week,
volunteers we can regularly count on

are worth their weight in gold!

As many of you know, we pride ourselves in
our two programs that have served our
counties for decades -- our food pantry and
thrift store.
During the last several years in the food pantry,
we noticed that many of our neighbors in need,
who worked so hard to break the cycle of
poverty, continued to return for our services
month after month. 
Because of this, we have launched a new
program tested and proven by St. Vincent de
Pauls and other nonprofit organizations across
the country. 

This systemic change program, called
"Getting Ahead," is a 15-week course
used by individuals looking to better
themselves. Whether financially,
mentally, or spiritually, our neighbors in
need meet in a classroom-style
environment to learn the tools they need
to improve their lifestyles. 

In 2022/2023, we plan to run at least two
courses starting in January. If you or
someone you know would like to attend a
class or become a mentor,email
gettingahead@svdpmarinette.com.

Did you know we

offer the largest

selection of used

books in our area? 

How to Help Us Help Others!How to Help Us Help Others!
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Mail check or money order to 

PO Box 111
Marinette, WI, 54143

Donate online at:

svdpmarinette.org
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Impact Report



One thing I have always wanted to touch on when it comes to our mission here at St.
Vincent de Paul is shame. I have danced around this topic as that would mean I would
have to face my own internalized shame, and I never quite feel brave enough to hit
“publish.” 

This year, I’m bringing it to the table. In the brilliant words of Dr. Brené Brown:

 If you put shame in a Petri dish, it needs three things to

grow exponentially: secrecy, silence and judgment. If you

put the same amount of shame in a Petri dish and douse it

with empathy, it can't survive.
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I can still remember sitting in the parking lot of the food pantry in Portland, Oregon. My skin glowed red with shame as I
watched others enter the building. Not only was I burning alive with embarrassment, but I was also crippled with fear that I
would walk away empty-handed. Maybe I needed to preregister? Perhaps I’m not poor enough? I’m working 55 hours a
week. Maybe I won’t qualify? What door do I go in? How do I get my food to my car? 

I prayed so hard that I wouldn’t have to go in and face the music, but I had no other alternative. I walked in and spoke with
the older woman inside the doors. She warmly guided me throughout the pantry and softly helped me register and get in
and out before I started to cry. 

I will never forget that woman. 

Now, I tell you this story because, over the years, I have met many of you making donations to our mission. I can’t tell you
how many times you’ve told me stories about your own history of poverty. From the retired couple in matching Packer attire
who sat in my office reminiscing about 45 years ago, before pantries were as readily available. They both had to survive off
of a single pizza for the entire week. The husband worked multiple jobs. One of his jobs was cooking in a pizza restaurant
that allowed employees one free pizza each week. He laughed as he said he put every topping on that pizza and brought it
home to his wife, who was pregnant with their first child. 

You didn’t want anyone to have to feel that terror.

Or the farmer who donated a major crop of veggies last summer for our food boxes. I called you to thank you for your
generosity, and you told me about how you remember being young and crawling in dumpsters for your meals and that you
don’t ever want others to feel that way. 

I remember you. All of you. You, donors, know what it feels like to battle dark times. Instead of drawing a line in the sand of
Us versus Them, you have reached your hand back to our neighbors in need who have needed a light in the darkness. You
have stepped in when others have turned a blind eye. You have done what others are afraid to do, and I not only want to
thank you, but I also want to remind those who are still in the darkness that you are not alone and many of the people
whom you think “have it all together” have once dug through the trash to feed their families. Many have walked in your
shoes and are here to make your path a little easier. If you would like to continue to ease the pain in our communities,
please flip to the back of this letter to find out how you can help us help others. Whether monetarily or of your time, your
donation is making a difference. 

Thank you for being that light. You have changed the lives of so many. 

Ashley Berken
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As you can imagine, our neighbors in need experience quite a bit of shame when coming to us for assistance. They feel
they have failed and are embarrassed by the need to look to people like you for a helping hand. Many of these hurting
individuals don’t realize that people like you and I have walked in their shoes.

For me, it was as a young, new mother. I had two children 18 months apart and was drowning in the reality of managing
a household. There was never enough coming in and unfathomable amounts of money going out. Daycare. Diapers.
Formula. Gas. It was all something I should have and did see coming, but, as life goes typically, there was never
enough, and I needed help. My mental health dwindled as the reality of what I needed to do set in. 

I needed to visit a food pantry. 


