How to Give...
We rely on donations the most during this time of year. If you're willing to
help us prepare for, yet another, unpredictable year, please consider
helping in any of the below ways:
Mail Us a Check:
PO Box 1111
Marinette, WI, 54143
Donate Online:
Scan QR Code to be taken to
donation form

Host a Food Drive...

This year, we made Food Drives easier than ever to start
at your school or business. We have created a web page
with generic flyers, best practices and tips to ensure
your food drive is a success with minimal effort on your
employees! Visit svdpmarinette.com/hostafooddrive for
more information.

PO Box 1111
1619 Main St.
Marinette, WI, 54143
(715) 735-6956
EIN: 39-6226913
svdpmarinette.com
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Shop Our Thrift Store!

You asked and we listened. We
have been working hard to increase
sales and inventory on your sales
floor each and every day.
Our customers are happier than
ever and we would love for you to
come and check out all of the
changes.
Make sure to follow us on
Facebook for new sales and
merchandise we have on the floor
weekly.

Store Hours: Mon-Thur 9 to 6 pm | Fri 9-7 pm | sat 9-3 pm

We

Our Team

For over a year, now, we have
been hit with curveball after
curveball. From urgent pantry
changes to closing our store,
limiting hours and constant
staffing shortages. But, one
thing has remained consistent:
our crew has worked tirelessly
to ensure our communities
have the resources they need.
To the employees who have
been here through it all, we
can't say thank you enough.
Your dedication is truly
inspiring.

Volunteer...

Want to get involved in giving back in our communities first
hand? We would love to add you to our volunteer team! This year,
we would like to significantly increase the number of volunteers
in our food pantry and we can't do that without helping hands like
yours!
Give us a call or stop in for a volunteer application to get
started.

What's Inside...

1 in 6 Marinette
residents live in
poverty?

Nearly 2,200 children in
Marinette & Menominee
live in poverty.

Thank you!!!!

Follow @SVdPMarinette on Facebook & Instagram!

A Letter from Our Executive Director
For over a year now, you’ve handed me your hard-earned money. You’ve seen me as you
drop off outgrown clothing. You’ve given me a smile while perusing our secondhand finds.
You’ve reached out because you can’t decide between paying rent or buying groceries. We’ve
met or talked or emailed. But, I haven’t told you my story and how your continued support of
this organization is what brought me here.
So, here it goes...
January 14th, 1998.
On this day, I spent my afternoon in the 7th-grade science lab talking with my best friend
about the new JNCO jeans I got for Christmas. The jumbo width and stripe down the side
made me feel, like, totally rad.
After school, I could hear my principal call my name down to the office on the loudspeaker.
My stomach dropped as no tween girl wants to be called to the principal’s office. When I
arrived, I was shocked to find my mom standing at the desk. Her face was a frozen ice block.
The secretary looked sickly as she said, “I am so very sorry." I hurried over, asking what was
going on. My mom turned around, without even looking at me, and said, “We have to go.” I
kept begging her to tell me what was going on, and, finally, after muttering several “What am
I going to-dos” under her breath, she turned to me and said, “Our house has burned to the
ground.”
Just like that.
Boom.
My childhood home was gone and along with it every family video, keepsake, piece of food, clothing, beds… was all gone. In just a
matter of a couple of hours, I went from the girl with the coolest wardrobe to the girl with one outfit: the one she had on. My head
spun with what this meant as I watched my mom struggle to figure out what to do. Where would we go? What would we eat? What
is going to happen to us? Who is going to help us?
The next day, I went to school in the same clothes I wore the day before. I didn’t care that I was overtired and dirty. I wanted to
feel normal. I wanted to go back in time to who I was before The Fire.
When I got to my grandparents’ house that night, I expected another night of worries about what our future would hold. However,
my mom was smiling with two people I had never met before. She explained to me that our visitors were from St. Vincent de Paul
and they were there to help. With them, they brought vouchers to shop for clothes as well as food and blankets. I saw a smile on my
mom’s face as she took a much-needed breath.
We were going to be okay.
Fast forward to the year 2020. I took on a position as Executive Director of the same organization that gave me the priceless gift
of reassurance as a girl. Within my first month of starting this position, I heard a knock on my office door. It was my store manager
and a woman with that same frozen face my mom wore all those years ago. I knew before she said a word.
My store manager explained that this woman’s name was Sam and she wanted someone to talk to and maybe I could help. I
welcomed Sam into my office and sat with her for an hour. She told me the story of an unknown gas leak in her home. One night,
she was letting her dogs outside and the next thing she knew she was on fire in her yard and her house was in flames. The explosion
had blasted her out of the home, but she knew that she had stepchildren still inside. Without a second thought, she ran back into
the house. She ran right past the children’s father who was running out of the blaze. She ran in, still on fire, and pulled those three
children out safely before collapsing. When she woke up, three months later, in recovery she was overjoyed to learn fundraisers had
been held in her honor to help with medical bills and loss of employment. That joy quickly fizzled as she realized her husband
abandoned her during her coma, took the money, the kids, and left. Sam sat in my office chair with third-degree burns over 80% of
her body and wept. She didn’t weep over the money or the house -- she wept over losing those children that she risked her life to
save. She explained that she frequently felt like giving up. This was too much.
After drying her tears, Sam stood up and headed into the store with a handful of vouchers. She was able to redeem those for
furniture, clothing, and household items to fill her new apartment that our Menominee Conference helped her attain. I could see the
life slowly return to her face as she realized that this was a step forward. She had somewhere to stay and it was slowly becoming a
home.
She was going to be okay.
That day I saw how much impact people like you have on our community. While Sam was one of the first Friends in Need I have
met since starting this position, there have been many who have followed that you have had a hand in helping. You have helped burn
victims. You have helped women running from abusive relationships who are sleeping on a friend’s couch with their three children.
You have helped a man get enough gas in his tank to attend his son’s funeral. You have brought a family dinner to children who were
filled with worry about their next meal. You have made a difference and can continue to make a difference.
Here is what I ask of you… if you can, pick up a pen, write a check to St. Vincent de Paul, drop it in an envelope, and send it to us.
We have a lot more people like Sam to help. If you can’t donate monetarily, there is just as much value in spreading the word. Telling
our story. Telling your story if you were once a Friend in Need. Every dollar you give and the story you tell helps families in our own
communities have a break from the storm. Your donations stay in Marinette and Menominee and could very well be the reason a
mother or a child smiles, this year. Your giving heart is helping our cities.
You are helping us help others and we can’t say “thank you” enough.
God bless you,

Ashley Berken

Ashley Berken
Executive Director

Follow @SVdPMarinette on Facebook & Instagram!

What You've Help Us

h
s
i
l
p
m
o
c
c
A

Oct 2020 - Sept 2021

1,
1
53
Children Served
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6
00
Store Vouchers
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1,
7
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0
79
Visits from
Free Mattresses
Families
Gifted
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400
Hygiene Bags
Distributed

